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NO. I. 


Man know thyftlf. 
All xKifdom centrn th<rc ! 


To aonc RiaBliccm« ignoble but t o m a n } 


" Angels that grandeur men o'crlook, ailmlrej 


Huw long flull h«mian nature be their book. 


Degenerate mortal ! and unread by Hee 1 


" T h e beam dim reafon Ihed« flicws wonders there • 


•• What h ^ h contcnt» ! niuftriow fiCttlti«» !» 


VOITNG. 


SOCRATES, in his gayCT moments, nfed 


to define man, to be a ridiculous animal; and indeed, 
if we analyze him, diicompound the ftrange and op- 
poilte qualities which are blended in his compoii- 
tion, and conilder with what gravity he trifles ; with 
what levity he fets about the performance of his 
moft important concerns, we iliall find the philofo- 
pher's opinion, fan6lioncd by rcafon and ev idently, 
the refult of refie£tion. 
That man, was originally 
formed fpr the dominion' of this world ; placed ii? 
the fcale of being next in rank to the angels of 
light; endued with the 
fpark divine," to direct 
Vol. I. 
B 
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and guide him, are truths, which no one will ven- 
ture to contradi£l. 
How he came into his prefent 
«'íVhII cPiate" is ;^nother queftion. 
Whether the 
Devil or Ève, or both United wdre the caufes of 
dam's fall; whether the temptation of the apple 
^vas only an experiment made by heaven to try the 
frrcngth of his conftancy, or whether the princc of 
dyrknefs was permitted to fuccccd in the affailment 
of human virtue, for the purpofe of the effectuation 
of tlie mighty fcheme of ^Ivation and the expciition 
of the mercy and divine attributes of the eternal fa- 
ther, which, Unce have been developed <ind mani- 
fv iled, are fo problematical, that, altho' the points 
have been difpnted by the fages and fchoolmen of 
all ages, little light has been thrown on the fubjeCl, 
and lefs con^ri-ilion enforced on th« mind. 
The de» 
ilgiis of Providence are impenetrable. 
We can de- 
duce from the effeils which we behold, of cauiL's 
unknown to us, that God is infinitely good, as well 
iis infinitely powerfVil,and we ought to lay,fmccrcly, 
with the great Sir William Temple, that fubmiffion 
is the only proper way of reafoning between the 
creature and its Creator.^ 


We know, that man is depraved ; that his heart 
is deceitful, that his life is ihort, and that the cata- 
logue of his offences is long. 
But I do not believe 
with a reverend gentleman In the diftridl of Maine» 
that man, is above all things " defperately wicked.'' 
It is an article of my creed,that the canaille of Erebus 
are more faClious, and worfe fubjeCb than a Bofton 
mob, or the ailors in a political melon frolic, and 
not half Í0 good christians. 
I have no adequate i- 
dca of the inhabitants of the fiery regions^'but can 
eafily bring myfelf to fuppofe, that, even the moft 
ájandoned of human beings, who are fent thither 
to fettle their accounts for the bad deeds done in 
tlic body, are a§ fiU" more pure and noble than their 
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tornntntors, as thofe fuffering convicts are exceeded 
in innocence and dignity by a Ruficll, or a Waih- 
ington. 
The Hbd.s on man, began in the dark a- 
ges, and were infpired b j the mifanthrDpy ot dark- 
er breafts. 
What mifanthropy originated» ¡igno- 
rance and fiiperftition continued, until mankintl 
were fo convinced of their own deformity, that had 
the pi^hire of lin himfelf in all his horrors been prc- 
fented to their view, they would have dircovercd and 
acknowledged the ftrikung refemblance of them- 
felves. 


Of Man in folitude, we can fay but little. Adam 
was alone for foihort a fpace of time, that, whether 
the latent afFc¿\ions ofhisbofora would have been 
called into action by any beauty in the vegetable world; 
whether he wmtld have made love to a m m l c like 
S T E R N K , or lounged about unknowing what he 
fought, like CymiDf^ are points which we cannot de- 
termine. It feems, he foon began to wiih, and the 
liril wiih of his heart, was for fomething that proved 
his ruin ; and moil of his pofterity have very rever- 
ently and dutifully followed his example. 
To view 
Man in his proper element, we muft coniider hir.i 
a focial being; furrounded by objects whith drav»- 
forth his affi^ons, a^lupon his^affions, influence 
his conduA and arc involved in his fate ; as a hui- 
bnad, parent, mafter or fervant ; as a friend cr an 
enemy—in profperity or adverfity. 
And, to hlia, 
who intends to make man, thus circuniminceJ, Ji'ci 
ftudy, may much patience be given, as ani^ch labor 
and vexation will be required !— 
L. 


LITER 
ARr 
INFORMAri027, 


DR. G. GREGORY is about to go to rrc 
u itfi 


a capital philofophical work, in three 1 
'» oiun.cs Ov- 


30 
T H E 
N I G H T I N G A L E . 


tavo, tinder the title of The Economy of Naturr, ex- 
plained and illuftrated on the principles of modem Phi- 
iofophy. 
Such a work has long been a defidtratum. 


Mr. G. C. Morgan has jult finiflied, and is preparing 
for publication. The Life of his late Uncle, the celebrat- 
ed Dr. Richard Price. 


Dr. Walcot is writing a mock heroick poem, con- 
t^iining the Hiftory of the King of the Beggars, Bnm- 
f)lde ^loore Carew. 
Its publication may be fpeedily 
looked for, and it is fpoken of as his chef d'ceuvre. 


Madame D'Aubhy, [the late Mifs Burney] annoimcfs 
a new nove!, entitled Camilla, in five volumes, to be 
publiflied by fubfcription. 


Mifs Seward has a volume of poems in the preff, 
Llangollen Vale and others. 


l l i t e r a r p 
a t n u t e m n i t s ^ 


TO MR. 
PETER 
PEPPER. 


S M A & T 
S I R , 


Y O U R vefy ftlnging letter to the editors of the 


Nightingale, has provoked a fifterhood, of which I am. 
an unworthy member, to give itfuch an aufwerasit de- 
f' rves from the h«n.!s of our injured fex. 
They, havir.g 
t'.LpuioJ me to w'.fcld tl c pen in their ca\ife, I avail n.y- 
ielf of t'.'.e firil opportunity to cxecute my commiflion. 
And I ir;i.ft tell you, fir, that the heathenifh fcrap at t!:c 
Citd of tlic eplflle, in an unknown tongue, is among t!\e 
viiefi: cf yoiir iniults, and we arc all of us agreed, thr.t 
li-.r- ir.caning of it muft be fomciliing fo very indccenf, 
i<i i n' oriuTiOnly impudent, that you dare not exprefs it 
in iattlligible language—NevtrthelefF,Mr. Peter Peppir, 
'arAierft nd it or not, we comprehend what you are af- 
ar, and therefore depend upon it, we iliall pay you with. 
\iiurv. 
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I wifli, in the name of my conftituents to know, what 
you mean by tcmale flips and Aides ? Pray, muil every 
little deviation from the paths of prudery be nctic al^and 
we, of tht; [>reient enlightened age be obliged to be more 
ftaichtd 
and lirait laced than our grandmothers ? And, 
if a young lady happens to trip—"niuft one (or two) 
faile fteps entirely damn her fame" ? Now, 1 think, a 
fpice of innocent gallantry gives more reliih and fl.ivcr 
to the iiitercourfes between ** man and man, or man and 
woman," than all the fcandal that ever flowed iron; the 
bhie lips of a rufly old maid or iurly old bachcîdor. 
Pray IVlr. Pepper, do not hint any thing more about fli^ s 
and (lides 1 Our liftcrhood are as youi.g, as luuuifon^.e, 
a;i.l as virtuous as any other fiil^rhood in the worlc', and 
yet if on^ of us by accident meet with 
a fal!, we 
cio not iVaiicaliae tLe unfortunate fair, fo far from is 
our fympathy is fo great", that if it would do h-jT nny 
good, we would be willing, every one of i:s, to ii'll a'lj. 


As to fufpicions, good Lord ! have not we a rigLc t j 
íbípeft? If any one fall, is it not probable a cont\ fion 
ajid fwelling will ttke place ? You fufpect that women 
love fcandal*—We fulpeit tliat you are i-n iil-natund 
crtwrl, and a lumber-headed blockhead, and fo you f.re. 
And as to female vvell-wiihers, I believe we wifli r;s w II 
and better to one another, than you he-crcntiircs co In 
your gander clubs. 
I knc w, I w iili well to all the mem- 
bers of our fcciety ; l;: pe th^y will all gci go:d huf- 
bands, and make good \vi\ es ; only I wilh to ha\ e n y 
firíl choice r.mcng the «gallants ; that's fair I'm Irrc 
for charity begins at home ; and be juft to yourfclt. thrt 
you may be generous to other^i, are good j rc. trl;, tl o' 
old faihioned. 
So, fir, now I come to n.y con JiuHon, 
by faying, that if fcandal be admitted into the 
gale, we are determined to make fly-cages of its rages, 
or give them for kite-bobs to our little brother?. 
1 .loi e 
your b£:d advice will not be followed, for depend or/r, 
if the editors adhere to their fiift propoûl. Le that waits 
for a turkey finged, cr a patie-pan bottomed v\ i:h a 
of tl^e Nigluijignle, will be likdy to be hx.n^ry, till he 
¿ e . 
I am, Mr. Pepper, 


JCNKY 
F R E E L O V E . 
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M Let gtntleBCf» my ftrong enforcement be.*» 


ShaJypemt^ 


n r 


X HERE are certain ru^e« and obferranees, to which » 
ftri<£t adhcrcnce is nccciTary, by every public writer. A« Society 
it in a greater or lefs degree, interefted in his lucubration, and as 
ihe moft inferior capacity, wants knowledge and inOruifUon, he 
ought to adopt that method, which will beft fubfcrve the advanee- 
oient of morality, and hold up the brighteft precepts to mankind. 
To this end, he mail carcfully avoid obfolete, and high flown 
cxpreHions, and cboofe a iimple 
calculated to afibrd equal 
facility and pleaiure, to all who arc difpofed for this kind of 
writing.—!t is too frequent that language is more attended to^ 
than fubjedl, and the fincft fentiments buried in an obfcurity of 
words : This flagnatc» the channcl through which information 
Is derived, and renders the work inutile. 
Nor do I think a 
proper refpedl to language, unimportant, but rather as an ob- 
\vhich claims the high;ft coniideration in an author, and x 
point, in w hich crnfifts a great jl^are of his merit; for the bcft 
dcfign. with^oor •diiflion, ib innpid ; and the fame fentimeiit» 
clothed in pleafing language, has double the efFcsSt they would, 
tulgarly eiprefEcd; I only condemn pedantry as being dilTervice- 
able, and a I abflrufe phrafcs, tending rather to perplex than ea- 
lighten the imaginatiun. 


A writer, ought likewife to point out the vices of the age, but 
«ever aim at individuals; unir.iluenced by prtjudice, and unbiaf- 
ed by cuilom, he fliouid impartially reprobate follies, however 
lajitTtioncd by faihion, and ertoi virtues, whether confpicuoui 
In the higher or lower clafs of community.—Cften times intrin- 
£c merit pafTes difregarded, while abfolute refpeit is naid to gor- 
gcru^ infignificanry, and the man of wealth finds many friends^ 
V. hile the virtuous Philanthrcphiil, dies neglecfted in that focie- 
ty, of which he i« the greatefl ornament. 
Such a wrong difcri- 
liiination the Theorift hopes never to be guilty of, but fliall en- 
deavour to obfcrve liberality, invariably, as his motto. Callout 
to every prejudice, he wiflies to keep reafon in conftant view, 
nor ever aiviate from its principles—and great as may be tho- 
icoji^c foriavciUve, or paoegj ritk, he will airo nt being delicate 
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in Criticifm, and juft in Eulogy. 
Previous to the clorc of h s ex- 
crdium, he muft foliclt that candor in the perufal ol his fpecuU- 
tions which hat ever dlftingaiflied thi». nietropoliMnd chough the 
lineaments of a novice may be traced by the many inacuracie« 
liable to young writers, he cannot but hope for that lenity whicb 
viU fix an eteriul moawkent 
of gratitude ia his breaft. 


©asinai g>oetrp. 


S P R I N G . 


III5E the wild treafures of the opening Tear, 
And Uvlfh (bed uncultured pefumes here ! 
Rife od'rous fhnibt and breaths your fweets aroun.i. 
Rife ye t)eft gemj, and dcck your parent ground I 
Bid vernal »ir« ambrofiaJ fwsets exJvale, 
.And the whoie fpring defcend upon the gale, 
W k h Joy'i gay beam each flower ih;.n brighter glow. 
With love's warm breatlr each brerrrftiall foiter blow 
Ah ha?oy gale» that thus fuch fweets c m gWe !— 
Ah, happier JliU t l u t call fuch fv*eet» rtteiitt / • 


HOPE, 


0 ? HOPE, fhou foothef fweet of human woes. 
How lha)l I lure thee to my haunts forlorn ! 
For me wilt tliou renew the withered rofe. 


And clear my painful path uf pouitcd thorn f 
All ! come, i'wect nympb, in fmilcs and ioftneXs dreft^ 


Like the young aours thi.t lead the tender year j 
Bnchantreili, come, and ch.»nn my carcs to red j 


Alaa .'—the flatterer flics, and will not hear. 
A prey to grief, anxiety and pain, 


Muft I a fod exiftance ftitl dev.-lore f 
Lo 1 the flowers fade j but all tlic thorns remain : 
Foi mc tkc vcrn.\l garland blooro« no mart ; 


THE NIGHTINOALl. 


imÈS 
ON FEMALE 
GENIUS. 


[The merit of the ffdlowing lines renders an apolo* 


gy for their infertion in the Nightingale unne- 
ceflary. 
They were firft publlihed in the MaiTa» 
chufetts Magazine, for 1790, and are fuppofed to 
be written by a gentleman no lefs eminent for his 
poetical talents, than for that knowledge of the 
laws of his country,which,enableshimto difcharge 
the duties of a dignified oj£cc in the judiciary de- 
partment, with honor to himfelf and advantage 
to the Commonwealth.] 


TO P H I L E N I A : 


Occafioned by reading her Poem» entitled, " Ouabi. or,/i< rirtKtt ^ k t u n ! * 


I n former day», aa accicat poet* feign, 
A ftrange coi tention iiil'd th' etheria] plain, 
"What goddcf», fatircft in angeiitk eyes, 
Should o'er her bright com peers in beauty rife» 
l a make and motion lu'gh above the rciV, 
Sov'reign of hearts and qaeen of love coufcft'd. 
All wakeful Difcprd the event impro\'d. 
And the whole fex a gilded apple moved- 
O'er the bleft plain the frivolous bauble roll'd, 
»•To the firftfair," inicribcd in gems and gold. 
"Who had the faircft face, fit fubjc<5l then, 
For univerfal war of gods and meu. 
A higher themr h a ^ p s now all hearts inclin'd, 
Kot whofe the fairru form, but brighteft tnind. 
And hark, how loud the mental conteft ring» I 
Apollo's hand has fet the tuneful ftrings : 


P « i L E N i \ ' s verfe his living lyre divine 
Admit ', and calls upou tlic facrcd nice 
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To name th« fair preeminent im fong, 
To whofe mild voice the dalcet notes belonf. 
To fiich enchantrefs he'll confisn a Yfrc 
The bright credential of fuperiour fire; 
From whofe ftri<5t chords the diapafon clear, 
MtlU/luouf, deqp.fliall charm th' arreftedear. 
Extatick airs, that hymn the morning ray, 
The lark's full note, and linnet'» lighter lay. 
Sha 1 emulate PuitENiA't fong in yain, 
Her heavenly harp fublimc and fcraph drain: 
And hence ihall bigot pride conteft no mot« 
The fci'» equal claim toc;aflick lore. 
M ean it the man who never can beilow 
A leaf of lautel to a female brow ; 
When Aerling litnfe and tuneful di<ition join'd 
Are the twin offspring of a female mind. 
From Albion'» cliffs what tides of muúck ffow, 
When heart ihruck Seward pcur* the plaint of W€p 
When Carter's modulated number» roil. 
And Moore and Akin moralize the foul. 


O woman, favorite of the imiling Aile»! 
Be thyjuft rights aíTerted by the wife ! 
To thy fair fame impartial, they ihall find 
Genius is not to any fex confined; 
Bound by no Salick law, to nature true, 
" Shall give to merit what is merit'» d«e." 


I I 


CLASSICAL. 


REMARKS OK HOMER'S ISVENTIOK OF IKCTI)E>m. 


T H I S divine Poet lived in a very remote sera of 
t'le world, among a people, as yet but little civiliz- 
ed. and among whom the arts and fciences, 
which 
in facceeding ages were fo much 
advanced, 
had 
as 
yet made 
bat fmali progrefs. 
Be ng the moil 
an- 
cient uninfpired writer wc have, he had 
nu 
mod- 
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el we know of, on which he could form hinifelf, except 
that of nature, which lay open to his view. 
This^ mod- 
el he ftudied with attention, and copied with fuccefs. 
The Iliad and Odyffey, confidercd all together, are un- 
queftionably^ the nobleft monuments or human genius, 
and have been handed down with the jufteft adniiration, 
through every a^e. 
Let us confider, how far the cha- 
raileriftics of original poetic genius, already enumerated 
and explained, are found in thefe compofitions, and how 
far the very original genius of Homer hath difcovercd 
itfelf in the manner, which we affirmed to be the moil 
natural and the moft ufual. 


It will be remembffre^ that we confidered the talent 
of invention in general^ one vniverial and diftinginih- 
ing chara£\eriftic of original genius in poetry, of which 
talent we reckon four diiltni^ fpecies; the invention of 
incidents, of chaxaiters, of imagery, and ttf ientianent. 
It muft be ferther remembered, that vivid and pi»5^ur- 
efque d^feripUQ«» anpth^r criterioa of the fan e quality; 
that irregular gre^nel^ wildnef«, aad enthufiafm of im- 
agination are its invariable attendants; aiul lailly, that it 
would conilantly difplay its various powers, in allegories, 
in viiions, or in the creation and exhibition of ideal cha- 
rafters, efpecially 
the fupernatural kind, to which both 
its abilities and biafs are peculiarly fvited. 
J f there is 
any one quality in which Homer excelled all mankind, 
it is in the invention of incident«. 
In others, and thofe 
too of a dillin^ii^inf^ nature, he hw his rivals and his 
equals, as will afterwards be iliewn; in this we think he 
had none. 
In rrder to glve^a air of dignity and impor- 
tance to the fable of Iliad, he kis ccnftruded it in iuch 
a manner, as to intereft the Gods, not only in the gene- 
ral cataftrophe, but in every particular incident that 
might ekher haften or retard it. 
It is well invented, to 
make the ealamities, which Agamemnon and the Greeks 
fufFered, the effeft of Thetis's importunate addrcfles to 
Jupiterj in which flie implores vengeance on the Gre- 
cian army, that their leader might be feniible of hisin- 
juitice to her Ion Achilles, in depriving him of his fair 
captive, by feeling the want of his affifbnce againft the 
Trojani^ 
The deluding phantom feat by Jupiter to the 
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tent of Atrides, in mtkr to p^iiade that irtonarch to 
cive battle to the'enemy, decervmg hhn wlrh the vain 
hope of ending all their labours and dan;^rs by one ef- 
fort, which &ould accompiiili the entire deftru<ftion of 
Troy, is a beaudtul machine, and introduced with ^ e a t 
propriety. 
The interpofition of Veniw to relcue her fon 
from the danger of impending death, from the hand of 
Dloinede, in t!ie fifth iX)ok is judicioufly invented. The 
epifode of Gfaucus and Diomede, in the fixth book, 
n-akes kn agreeable paufe in the aiKon, and raifes 
our admiration of the hofpitality and generofity of thofe 
ancient heroes; but that of Heitor and Andromache, in 
the fame book, is of lU others the moft deeply intcreil- 
ing. 
This epifode will be afterwards taken notice of, 
when we come to confider Homer's talent in exciting 
the paflions : we mention it only at prefent as a finely iai> 
agined incident. W e may further obferve^ that the lira- 
tagem of Jimo'« borrowing the girdle of Venus, in or- 
<lcr to render himfclf amiame in the eyes of Jupiter, and 
her contrivance »f lulTing hun aileep, that Neptune dur- 
ing that interval might aifift the Greeks, are exquifite 
firtions, and inftances of a moil creative irajginadon. 
The embaiTy to Achilles and the inflexibility of that he* 
ro,are natur^ and necifTary parts of the narration ; and 
the firft abatement of his rigid obftinacy, which is his 
allowing Patroclus to go to the affiftance of the Grecian 
army clad in his armow, i$ judiciontly attributed to the 
influence of Patroclus himfelf, who lud importunately 
intreated his fovour. The final cxtinilion or AcPiilles's 
refentment againll Agamemnon is very naturally effeclcd 
by the death of Patroclus, by which event alone an en- 
tire reconciliaiion could have been eifcded confidently 
with his unrelenting charafter. 
Thefe are a fe^v of 
thofe beautiful and well invented incidents with which 
the feble of the Iliad is filled up. 
That of the Odvlfty 
abounds likewife with a great variety of incidents e- 
qually beautiftil, though of a different kind, indicating 
theaftonifliing wildncis and exuberance of Horrici's im- 
a;;ination. 
The adventures of Ulvfles among the Ci- 
con*s, the Lotophagi and the Cyclops : his intervie w 
with 
the calamities which hap[>en€d to him aj^d 
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his compaaions on the coaft of Laftrigons, their arrival 
in the illand of Circe, the transformation of kis com- 
panions, tiic method by which Ulyfles defeated the en> 
cli^ntments of this Goddefs, and reftored his friends to 
their former ihape ; his def«ent into bell, the accnunt 
he gives of the jnanilons of the dead ; his marvellous ef- 
cape from the Sirens, Scylla, and Chaiybdis, whofe na- 
ture and qualitie« arc delcribed in the highcft fpirit of 
poetry ; his iliipwreck on the coaft of Calypù», his en- 
tertainment by that Goddefs, and his departure from her 
iiland ; his hofpitable reception at tke Thracian court ; 
bis arrival after his labours and dangers in.hi§. own king- 
dom ; his difcovery to Eumaeus, to Telemachus, and 
laft of all to Penelope, are highly pleaiiiig, as well as 
moil furprifing fidious ; and pregnant indances of the 
luxuriant and creative genius. [Remainder in our nexi,^ 
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THOUGHT. 


M I L T O K. 


N E I T H E R man nor angel can difcemliypocriry, 
The only evil that walks inviJdblc, except to Godalone, 
By his permiffive will through heaven and earth, 
And oft, the' wil'dom wakes, fufpicion ileeps at wis- 
dom's gate. 
And to iimplicity reiigns her charge. 
While goodnefs thinl« no ill where no ill feems.« 


NOTE 
TO 
CORRESPONDENT«. 


T h o f c fons ?.nd daughters of genius, w h o engaged t o favor ut 
w i t h literary aiSilancc, arc rrfpciikfuliy reminded of their proiu- 
ifcs. 


£ u c h lines as 


«' He die«'., aUs ! »Us ! he died. 
And death cry'd out, I'm graUyd, 
Ami heaven was glad for to receivc 
Him that to the poor did gWc, 
And thereby lent unto the lord. 
As we find it in hu holy word." 


m a y anfwer t!.c p a r p o f c of printers, f o r " f l y i n g trader»" 
a n d 
of ' bloody rcj^iftcrs," b u t wc dciire to b e c z c u i e d i r o m i o f c r t t n ^ 
thvOi in lUe Isightio^alc. 


